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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
‘ October 27, 1955 1 eroc
v Mr, Lewis C, Coffin NOV 8 195§

Assistant Director, Processing Dspartment
Library of Congress
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Lewis: *

This letter is a continuation of my report of last week which
-1 interrupted in order to make the pouch, -

Simply to continue where I left off, after returning to Moscow
’ I left for Kiev, Rostov, Tiflis, ani Baku, The book buying I was
able to do in Kiev was the most successful of any I have done so
far. I bought all the non-technological publications of the Ukspinian
Academy of Sciences I coculd find plus significant parts of scholarly
publications of various Ukrainian and Caucasian universities and '
academles, All this was purchased in the Academy pf Sciences book
store 1n Kiev, which is well stocked and much of =§ﬂ¥ﬁ material is
not avallable in Moscow, I also secured copies of the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences catalog for 1955 for L.C., and f the universities.
If there are titles In the catalog which you do notqiave or whieh I
d1d not buy (you will know which titles I got when the books reack
you In about a month), I think i1t will be possible to order these
titles from Mezh-kniga. I say, "I think," because I have not yet
had time to ask Mezh-kniga whether they will take orders for books
published outside of Moscow ani not easily obtainable here, However,
in view of their co-operative sattitude on other matters, and in view
of the fact that Academy of Sciences publications are easier to order
from the provinces than other tooks, the chances ars very good that
Mezh-kniga will co-operate. T will let you know about this definitely
bel'ore you receive the catalog. I will also send to you and to the
universities copiles of an older catalog of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sclences covering the last few ysars, Most of the books 1listed
there, 1f you do not have them, you can now only ge* on exchange
from the Academy of Sciences library, if they have extra coples of
them.

In Kiev I also visited the university and the local Acadsmy of
Selences, The reception I got at the university was cordial in the
extreme. They have received very few American publications in the
past 15 years, and now that at last they have permission to exchange
directly with American institutions they are extremely eager to do
8o, Unfortunately, they hamd ro printed catalog of their publicetions,
but they amount roughly to this: A well-developed series of Ushenye
Zepiski and monographic editions, which are put out only by tBe most

mportant universities. All this, of course, 1s available on exchangs,
Also the university agreed to do what Tashkent agreed to, that is,to
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subscribe to local Ukrainian newspapers, magazines, reviews, etec.

in return for subscriptions to American newspapers end periodicals.
Within the next two or three wesks I Wwill send along copies of all
the krainian non-learned periodicals I was able .to buy and to which
the Tniversity of XKiev would be willing te wubsoribe for American
libraries. In return they would like to receive guch things as

The New York Times, the wWashimgton Post, Forei Affairs, etc, As

n Tashkent, the willingnass of the university go do 8 1s explained
by the eagernesd of the faculty to receive certain publications from
America. It 1s very cifficult for Soviet libraries, except the
Lenin Library andi the Union Academy of Seclences, to obtain foreign
currency to subscribe to these paricdicals themselves; therefore

they are practically obliged to exchange. On the othar hand, altheugh
Mezh-kniga sells subascrintions to scme provincial periodicals, it °
bY no means sells subseriptions tc all; trerefore exchange i3 the
only way for us to acquire & sirnificant part of what we want, Of
course, as in Tashkent, I committed no one to such an exchange ‘F
cept Harvard, who I know i= interested, I simply said that L.C.

and the other libraries might bs interestsd and you ‘Gibdm do what
you want about it. TIn any event, the university 1is very esa:er to
start exchesnges and I took the 1iherty of telling them that they
would soon hsve a letter on titg sublect from you, 8 only specific
i%em that they mentioned in connection with L.C. was the minutes of
the Senate Committees on 7oreign Affalirs and Appropnﬁationa.§ They
will probably ask you for these plus a few other docw .
ments, although by no means the whole set, (Inoidentally,'in my %
last letter I forgot to mention that the university in Tashkent is
interested in acquiring the minutes of the same committees.) In
view of the university'as ©agerness to obtain American material I

also think that they would be willing to purchase for American
libraries not only Ukrainisn periodicals, but also publications

of the various Ukrainisn miristriss, or simply of the local stats
publishing house. Unfortunately, T was unsable to investigate very
well just how considerable the local output 1s, both because of

lack of time and because the main non-academic book store was closed
for inventory while i was in Kiev, However, the lack of accessi-
bility to foreign currency of the universities,and in general of the
smaller libraries, makes exchange the logical way to do business
with them; since their sppetite for American books 1s growing, I
think most of them would be willing to acquire local publications

for us on a fairly large scale., This was the very distinct impression
I received in Tashkent and Kipv, and, asgou will see below, in Tiflis.

The visit to the Academy ¢f Sciences in Kiev was rather disap-
pointing. Although the Academim of Sclenges in Tashkent, Alma-Ata,
and also in Tiflis were willing to exchange directly with American
libraries, and explicitly stated they had permission to do se, the
Academy of Sclences in Kiev said that it ¥as unable to exchange
direetly and could exchange only thro h Leningrad, This seems
rather mysterTous towﬁ?ngfHEemiil”thggunivorsfgfai and scademies of
sciences I visited have stated that direct exchanges are now allowed,

Why Kiev should be an exception I don't know, It may be that the
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other Institutions I visited, because they are smaller thant Kiev,
-and until now have had almost no exchanges, either direct or indirect,
with the West, are simply inexparienced and don't know what they
are doing, whereas Kiev, which has always received material from
the outside, knows better what the rules and procedures are; or it
may be that throuch some overasight Kiev has not been informed that
pollcy has chenged ip the past three months; or it may be that be-
cause Kiev 1a the tMird largest book center in the Soviet nion that
the Ministry of Culture has mads an exception in its case and de-
cided to keep its axchanges under centralized control. I don't
think that the first supposition is true, because Soviet orgeniza-
tions are very cautious and would never commit themsselves to direect
exchanges (some of them such as Kazan have alrealy started such ex-
" changes) unless they had explielt permission to do so, Which of the
other supvositions 1s true, if either, I just don't know. In any
event, the Kiev Academy of Sciences said that it was quite eager to
exchange with America, and that its whole list of publications was @
available for this vurpese, but that it would continue to exchange
through Lenincrad, when T go hack to Leningrad in November I will
let them know that American libraries would prefer to exchange
directly with Kiev, and ask if something might be done.

From Kiev I went tco Rostov, where I spent only one gay. The
day was a Sunday, so it was impossible to call at the university.
However, at the book store they told me that the university pub- b
l1shes only its Uchenye Zaplski, and this not too regularly. The
book store had no university publications in stoek; Rostov is
rather obviously not a very importent publishing or intellectual
center. However, what they do have they would most probably be
willing to exchance, the way ths other universities are; therefore,
a letter to trem would probably hring positive results, In Eostov
I bought all of the local nublications I could find and they were
not numerous, as you will ses when you receive them in another
month or two,

“rom Rostov I went tc Tiflis, with a stop-over in Sochi to
see the sights, 1In Tiflls I vlisited both the university and the
Academy of Sciences. Both stated quite unequivocally that they had
permission to exchange directly with the wWest, and both are very
interested to do so. As in Tashkent and Kiev, the university
agreed to subscribe to local publications and purchase locally
printed books for American libraries om the same basis as the univer-
sities of Tashkent and Kiev, The Academy of Sciences also seid its
entire list of publications was available on gxchange. To becth
university and the Academy of Sciences I promised that they would
soon have letters from you and from the six universities about
establishing exchangea. 1n the case of the universities I seid that
each would send its catalog; in the case of L.C. I simply said that
you would write. However, the Academy of Sciences said that they
intended to ask you for some sort of bibliography of American pub-
lications, since like most provincial ecenters in the Soviet Unionm
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they are pretty much in the dark about what is printed in the States.
In Tiflis I also made large purchases, both in the Academy book store .
and in the principal general book store, of material printed both

in Georglia and in Armenia, The output of books in Tiflis is quite
large, somewhat behind Kiev, but ahegd of Tgshkent; in other

words, one of the most important provinclal book centers in the
Soviet Union. As in Teshkent;and Alma-Ata, both the univer ity and
the Academy of Sciencee are ralatively recent founiations:;as in
Central Asia, bgth are growing very fast and their book output is
growing corresnoniinely., The putlicetions of the Academy of

Sclences are alresady annite nume»cus (third largest among the academies
of the foveit iInton, to my knowledze) and.are increasing each year,
In other words, it is none too scon tn?ékchanga;;they are eazerly
awalting your letter. '

¥rom Tiflis 7 went to Bsku. In haku T only rad one day, since
my plane ticket back to Moscow was alresdy bought and I didn't want
to risk a long delay in tryirg to echarge it. Due to lack of tim‘.
I didn't get either to the university or the Academy of Scilences,
Fowever, T don't think this is any great l1oss, since neither of them
i1s as imoortant mss the coereesponiing Institutlions in Tiflis, I had
heard this before T arrived eni tre amall quantity of their publi-
cations in tte book stores bore out tre fact. All the same, ‘udging
from my experience with other universities and academies, I am
sure they would resnoni favorably tc any offer of ex3¥hange from us,.
Although Baku ie nct s very great publistking center, except for
material in Azerbai jani and on tha local oil industry, it has exce&»
lent book stcores in which it {8 often possible to find material
publlished In Moscow or Leninzrai but alreaiy sold out in thewcities.
In particular, the Knizhnyl Passazh 1s an excellent store, to my
knowledge one of the two or three largest in the Soviet Union., I
spent most of my time there and scquired a rather large quantity of
material published both in the Caucasus and in Moscow, which we
most probably don't havse,

From Baku I returned directly to Mcscow., While in the Caucasus
I discovered that I couid have gone to Erevan if I had wanted (in
Moscow I had not been told thim), but I decided against it since
at that ~oint 1 was simply not up to anothsr two ni-hts in a Russian
train., Travel in this country is both exasperating and exhausting,
and after six weeks of 1t T hadé haid enough, In aidition, I had
already bought a rather largs guantity of Armenian nublications in
Tiflls and Baku, which maie i1t somewhat less necessary to vizit the
book stores in Srevan; also, 1n view of my experience in othar
universities and academies, I am sare tShat the corresponding insti-
tutions in frevan are willinz to exchenge and that this could be
started without my paying & visit & them. However, I would advise
you to write to trem firat and not to walt for them to propoae ex-
changes, since my experience with provincial institutions has
iniicated that, although they have permission to exchange, they
don't know very well how to go about it, and consequently are not
inclined to take the initiative,
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pri To luu up the impressions gathered in my travels, I think that
“the rollowing generalisations hold, First, the only lmportant book
publishing centers outeide of Moscow and Leningrad are the capitals
of the varjous Soviet Repu : Kiev, Tiflis, Tashkent, Baku,
. oto., In T am sure Minsk ough I have not been there, Of
.~ ‘these, far and away the mast important is Klev, and then, some dis-
tance after, Tiflis end Tashkent., The provincial cities of the
Russian Repubilc, such as Gorki, Kuibyshev, Kazan, Rostov, and aleo

-1 am sure Kherfov and Odesss, are no% very important centers, Almost

all of the high class and worthwhile material put out by thelr learned

inatitutions appears in the putiicruions of the central Academy

- of Seéilences or in one or anctrer tranch of the state publishing

house. That small fraction of the provinclal output which does not

appear at the center appears Iin tne Uszhenye Zaniskl of the various
universities and these yocu will soon Ge receiving@ In other words,

‘what really counte 1s Mcscow, Leningrad, end the capitals of the .

varicus Soviet Republics. %9~ond gll of the provincial institutions

I visited, with the sexception of the Kiev Academy of Sclences,@re
ﬂilling, and indeed eager, to exchange directly with America. More-.
over, since most of these institutions are both recent in foundation

‘and inexperienced in dealing wit: tha outside, ws wculd probably get

better results if we toock the in‘uletive in writing to them than

4f we waited ror them to write to us, Third, although I know it 1is

gomewhat unwise to belleve too much in RuSﬂian pronises, the impres-

. sion I have galined, both in the grovinces and in Moscow, is that
the government 1s at present gults deeply committed to renawing *

- eultural contact with the outside, in particular with America. I .
‘may be sticking my neck out, but I think we cen takes them at thelr
word, Of courss, the llne may vhinge any time, but such a change
-gertainly doesn't seem imminent st present. It is my opinion that

- we would be misteken to jJudge the present sltuation in terms of

v pur unpleasant experiences with Russien libraries over the last ten

. -years, Pinally, I think trat ths main difficuvlties in gettling books

- out of the Russians at present ViLl come {rom the inefflciency and

47 7 the 1limited facilities for snswering our regussts, rether than from
4~ i . deliberate obstructionism. For instance, the question of micro-

L - £41ms: In the course of my treveis I discovered that neither Tiflis
nor Tashkent had independent microfiiming facilities, and that a
request for microfilm from them would involw sencding the item in

question to Moscow. Outside of the Lenin Library and the Acsdemy
ot Sciences in Leningrad, the only library with independent micro-
filming facilities.is the Acedemy of Sclences in Kiey, at least in

~ my experience. Moreover, this mcrning at the Lenin Library I
learned that although they can make microfilms, they can't make
photostats. In other words, library squipment, like everything else
here, is primitive by American standards. As long as the present

-~ esultural rapprochement line continues, ocur difficulties in dealing
,gwith Soviet libraries will most probably come from such cau:os.

To bring you up to date on what I have been dolng since I
ve returned to Moscow I will first explain my cablo of last week,

i
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~ Paok in August when I first called at the Lenin Library I was
. Mot in formal session by the director, the assistant director,
and the lady in charge of exchanges. (This is usual procedure
whenever you visit an institution in this country; all business has
to be transacted through the top.) The first thing the director
agked was what specific business I wanted to discuss, both for
the Library of Congress and for the universities. Since I had no
specific Instructions I simply said trat the Americar. libraries
were very desirous of obtaining Knizhnala Letopis and at least one
‘8ot of the backnumbers from 1947 to 1355. They said they would
"look into this matter, and then they produced a 1list of questions
for me, The first of these concerred the possibllity of acquiring
.manufecturers' catalogs from you; the second.concernesd what they
interpreted to be L..C.'s refusal to take material in the humanities
- and the social sclerces f{rom them; wnd the third concerned their
request for literature on.library science and techniques. All I
sald was that 1 would transmit thess requests to you. I did not
particularly want to get into the subject of your exchanges with.
them beyond the gquestion of Knizhneia Letopis. But since they
brought these matters up and sinecs, as I heve already said, they
took the letter from Mr, Mumford very seriously, I felt that I had
to give them some sort of answer, hoth to Justify my visit and the
letter, and in order to facilitats agreement on Knizhnala Letopis,
I also told them that I would return to sse them around the misan
of October to reply to these questions and recelvs t#heir answer om
Enjshnaias Letopis. I had also given them a rather sizeanle list
~3tems to be microfilmed for the universities, principally Harvard,
and I wanted to find out what progress they were making with this,
I returned once to see them in late September, at whieh time they
#ald they would send Knizhnsis Letopis as of the first of next year
- #nd came through with some of the microfilms for Harvard, particu-
~larly the microfilming of o0ld issues of Pravda. The reason for
the telegram, then, was to have sometriing to say when I return the
second time in order to prod them some more regarding the back
‘Aumbers of Knizhnais Letopis and the microfilms for Barvard, As I
found out, mIerofiIming here is slow and I felt that if T waited too
~_long the job might not be done before I left.

I received your telegram yesterday and returned to see the
assistant director of Lenin Library and the woman in charge of
sxochanges this morning, since to have waited any longer might have
‘made them wonder whether I was coming back at ell. Without, of
- gourse, showing them the telegram, I informed them of $ts contents.

As regards exchanges with them in the humanities and the social ‘

sclences, they malntain that they wesre under the very definite
_impression that you did not want such material and ssemed surprised
" to learn that this was not the case. As regards your inability to
supply them with manufacturers' catalogs, they ckaimed that you
had done this in the past, I suggested, indirectly, that your

bility or unwillingness to do so now micht be connected with their
At refusals to send you material, in particular such things as

neia Letopis. I also told them that a letter was on its way

i
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and that the matter would be clearer once 1t had arrivad. As re-
gards the back numbers of Knizhnaia Letopls, they said, to quote
v them literally, "The questTon Is not yet clear," which coul? either
mesn that trey are leliberately stalling, or that such a large
microfilming Job wouli place a biz straln on their facilities,
(They claim they *have no surplus coples of these back numbers, )
Lln smort, the interview was rathrer uncomfortable and inconclusiveﬂj

I hope that®the situation will not create any difficulties
for you in your dealinsa wit™ the Lenin Library, 7 don't think so
s9ince they are obvicusly unier government Instructions to increase
their American acquisitions, w:lch means co-operating with American
libraries, My intention was noet to get into suecnk wroblems; they
were thrust uson me simply bty the fact of my havin: to have dealings
' with the Lenin Library. 1 don't krow what you want to 1o about the
questions ralsed; verhaos yon would prefer to write to trem lirectly;
perhaps you would want to send me more detailed instructions as t
what to say to themw; perhans the whole matter will he cleared up n
$be letter mentioned in your cable arrives, In any event, 7 will
wait for furtrer Instructions from you hefore doing anything further.
In the meantime, “ecause of your auggestlion that the Lenin Library
write to the manufacturers concerned, I sugrested that they write
to the N.a.M, I, of course, have no iiems as to row the N.A.M, will
react. ilowever, If the N.Ai.M, reacts nepgatively, vut if you could-
get these catalogs from ths NeAdMe, you micht propose to the Lenin,
Library to exchan e these catalogs for hack numbeprs of Knizhnaias
Letopis, as well as for the other Soviet blbliographies you enclosed
In your last letter. I have looke! over this 1ist and from my ex-
perience i1t woull be imnossible to o"taln the bibliographies in
the book stores. As far as I can see the only place you could get
them would be from tre Lenin Library, ani since they haven't yet
sald, "Yes," on the back numbers of inlzhnaia Letopis, I doubt that
they would say, "Yes," to the othaep bI1bliographles vou desire,
especially since all of them extend rather far back into the past,
The Lenin Library 1s 8xtremely earsr to uzet thease manufacturers!
catalozs, anl you mi-ht want to °ropose to them trating the American
catalogs for tre Coviet vibllorraphies, Of course, without Snatruce
‘££ T tions from you I will not make any such oroposal,

et I will s»end the rest of my stay In the Soviet Union in Moscow
1i=~" lexcept for a short triov to Leningred early in November, Although
3 el you have not hai any book shinments from me for some time, you will
\o® start receiving them gzaln in the near future, The reason for this
"“4e 1is thut for the last six weeks I have been travelling and buylng books
9° , in the provinces, These books are now beglinning to arrive in Moscow
FG'S\ and I shall et them out as fast as they come, together with -

. ¢".‘new purchasea., Rooks shipped from the provinces to Moscow take a
™ 1&\ month or often six wecks to arrive, and this is the main reason I
45”{ wanted to get my travelling out of thre Wway relatively esrly in my

" stay. Consequently, most of the books I bought will be sent towards

W the end of my stay here and will arrive pretty mue¢h in a bunch, but
¥ x 7 there was no way to 3pace them more evenly. I don't know yet when
t.ﬁ»“JLthe qt*t'Shipment willl go ouyt, because therse is only one man at the
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o Embassy to wrap books, and since my shipments are in excess of the
ry

regular shipments, he cen take care of them only after hours, I
will send a separate letter to Frank Henshaw as soon as the next
r shipment 1s ready. '

¢

Sincerely,

- e Ky

Martin K, Malia
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